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because of their efforts and the efforts of oth-
ers who wear our uniforms, it has now be-
come a winning cause.

It is our job, those of us who remain, to
make sure that we press on and on and on
until such tragedies are a stunning exception,
not a numbing statistic. As we go forward
into that future, that is our most solemn obli-
gation to you.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. on the
West Grounds of at the Capitol. In his remarks,
he referred to Gil Gallegos, president, and Karen
Lippe, auxiliary president, Fraternal Order of Po-
lice; Thomas Motolla, president and chief operat-
ing officer, Sony Music Entertainment; and enter-
tainer Gloria Estefan.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Security Strategy
May 15, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 603 of the Gold-

water-Nichols Department of Defense Reor-
ganization Act of 1986, I am transmitting a
report on the National Security Strategy of
the United States.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 15, 1997.

Remarks on the Budget Agreement
and an Exchange With Reporters
May 16, 1997

The President. Good morning. Less than
2 weeks ago, the Vice President and I joined
with leaders of Congress in announcing a
truly historic agreement, a bipartisan agree-
ment to balance the Federal budget for the
first time in nearly three decades. We knew
that only by finishing the job of putting our
fiscal house in order could we keep our econ-
omy thriving for all Americans. And I knew
that because of all the progress we’ve made
in the last 41⁄2 years, we could balance Ameri-
ca’s books while protecting America’s values
and preparing the American people for the
21st century. Last night, we took the next

significant step toward writing the spirit and
substance of that agreement into the law.

I want to begin by thanking Chairman Do-
menici, Chairman Kasich, Senator Lauten-
berg, and Congressman Spratt for their hard
work and their earnest commitment to stick-
ing with this very difficult process to put our
balanced budget agreement in writing. I
know from my own negotiating team that we
would not be here today without their good
faith and good efforts, and I am deeply grate-
ful to them.

I also want to thank the congressional lead-
ership who supported this process. And I’d
like to thank the people who are here: the
Vice President; Erskine Bowles, who’s still
a pretty good negotiator even though he’s left
his beloved private sector; Secretary Rubin;
Deputy Secretary Summers; OMB Director
Frank Raines; NEC Director Gene Sperling;
our CEA Chair, Janet Yellen; and John
Hilley, who handles our congressional rela-
tions and had one of the most difficult and
demanding jobs of his life in the last few
weeks; OMB Deputy Director Jack Lew.

I’d like to also thank all the people who
are here from OMB, Treasury, and perhaps
from other agencies who were the team that
put the numbers together that made this
agreement possible. Thank you. You ought
to give yourselves a hand. [Applause] You did
a great job. Thank you.

We have finalized a detailed description
of the agreement reached 2 weeks ago. The
document is already before the relevant con-
gressional committees who are now moving
the balanced budget resolution through the
legislative process at an expedited pace. This
agreement will keep in place the economic
strategy that has served our Nation so well
for the last 41⁄2 years.

When I took office, I was determined to
reverse the failed policies of the past. Back
then, we faced growing deficits as far as the
eye could see. It was a time of economic stag-
nation and high unemployment. We moved
quickly in 1993 to put in place a policy of
invest and grow: cut the deficit, invest in our
people, open new markets around the world
through tough trade agreements.

We are now in the 4th year of the dis-
ciplined, tough, 5-year economic strategy we
put in place in 1993. The results of the strat-
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